
Committed to Excellence

A Publication of the South Harrison Township Elementary School District

VOLUME 11: May-June 2016

TheRoadrunner

South Harrison Township Elementary School | 904 Mullica Hill Road | Harrisonville, NJ 08039 | (856) 769-0855 |  www.southharrison.k12.nj.us

Reading research indicates that many 
children’s reading ability declines 
between the end of one school year 

and the beginning of the next because 
they generally do not read much over the 
summer. But this doesn’t have to be the 
case! By reading just four or fi ve books over 
the summer break, students can keep up 
the good work they’ve strived to achieve all 
year. In order to encourage summer reading 
all students at South Harrison are invited to 
join Scholastic’s Reading Challenge, a free 
online reading program that invites children 
to log their reading minutes online all sum-
mer. Information about the challenge was 
sent home in a letter with each student’s 
report card. 

Here is how the challenge works:

The goal is for students in the school to log 
as many minutes as possible in a eff ort to 
place in the “Best in State” recognition pro-
gram from Scholastic. On the site parents 
and students will have the ability to see 
how the students in the school are doing. 
We also will have local district goals, which 
were developed by South Harrison staff  and 
these will work as follows:

o Students are given a minute range
 to read over the summer months;
 for example, each student in grade
 2 should read between 480-600
 minutes. 

o Students can log their minutes by
 signing on to 

www.scholastic.com/summer. 

o Students’ personal username and
 password were stapled to the letter

 sent home describing the program.

o The program begins on May 9th
 (we began on June 22) and runs to
 September 9th.

o Students in grade K-6 will have
 their collective grades’ reading
 minutes displayed on the bulletin
 boards in the library.

o Students in grades K-4 meeting
 their projected reading minutes
 will receive a certifi cate of 
 accomplishment for summer
 reading “leap.”

o Students in grades 5 & 6 have the
 ability to earn an additional item,
 which is the ability to earn a 
 “secondary” grade from the teacher
 of “media” studies.

For more information on summer reading, 
check out the article Summer Reading Loss 
by Maryann Mraz and Timothy V. Rasinski at 
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/sum-
mer-reading-loss.

See page 6 for the South Harrison Elemen-
tary School summer reading log.

BECOME A READING SUPERHERO MESSAGE FROM THE 
SUPERINTENDENT

On June 17th, it was my privilege 
to stand before the smiling faces 
of our graduating sixth graders 

knowing they were prepared to close this 
chapter in their lives, ready and able to 
embrace new challenges as soon-to-be 
seventh graders at Kingsway Regional 
Middle School. 

I encouraged Kingsway’s incoming 
middle school students to reflect on their 
success and to remember how hard they 
worked to accomplish something signifi-
cant. I reminded them that although they 
were the center of attention they had not 
arrived at that moment alone for no one 
could ever account for all those who help 
us along the way. Although they were the 
center of attention they were made aware 
that they shared the spotlight with all of 
us. After all, their success is our success.  

I took a moment to recognize our par-
ents and teachers for all the guidance, 
support and love bestowed upon each 
of the graduates throughout their lives. 
The South Harrison Class of 2016 is an ex-
traordinary group of students. They repre-
sent all the best aspects of our school 
as scholars, athletes, musicians, artists 
and community volunteers. Among this 
group we have future doctors, teachers, 
lawyers and maybe even the President of 
the United States. I join our parents and 
teachers in celebrating their success and 
hope for each one of them a future of ac-
complishment, fulfillment and happiness. 

Congratulations to the South Harrison 
Class of 2016.

Happy Summer!

Dr. James. J. Lavender



PRETTY GOOD by Charles Osgood
There once was a pretty good student

Who sat in a pretty good class
And was taught by a pretty good teacher

Who always let pretty good pass.
He wasn’t terrifi c at reading,

He wasn’t a whiz-band at math,
But for him, education was leading
Straight down a pretty good path.
He didn’t fi nd school too exciting,
But he wanted to do pretty well,

And he did have some trouble with writing
Since nobody taught him to spell.
When doing arithmetic problems,
Pretty good was regarded as fi ne.
5+5 needn’t always add up to 10;

A pretty good answer was 9.
The pretty good class that he sat in
Was part of a pretty good school,

And the student was not an exception:
On the contrary, he was the rule.

The pretty good school that he went to
Was there in a pretty good town.

And nobody there seemed to notice
He could not tell a verb from a noun.
The pretty good student in fact was

Part of a pretty good mob.
And the fi rst time he knew what he lacked was

When he looked for a pretty good job.
It was then, when he sought a position,
He discovered that life could be tough,
And he soon had a sneaking suspicion

Pretty good might not be good enough.
The pretty good town in our story

Was part of a pretty good state
Which had pretty good aspirations
And prayed for a pretty good fate.

There once was a pretty good nation
Pretty proud of the greatness it had,

Which learned much to late,
If you want to be great,

Pretty good is, in fact, pretty bad.
I wanted to share this poem as it provided another perspective on the 
standard of “pretty good” and it resonated with me as I refl ect upon 
everything we are collectively undertaking at South Harrison as a team 
including our incredible staff , community, and students. The bottom 
line is that I’m not personally satisfi ed with “pretty good” and our com-
mitment to excellence mantra communicates that same message. Ask 
yourself, do you agree with the message of this poem? Are you satisfi ed 
with your child’s education being “pretty good” or do you agree that 
“pretty good” is not good enough? 

Over the last few years, I have witnessed fi rsthand the dedication and 
hard work our staff  puts in day in and day out as they accept and tackle 
every task and challenge because they too are not satisfi ed with “pretty 
good.”  

There’s tons of research about expectations and school performance–if 
teachers expect low performance, they’ll get it. If they expect high 
performance, students will meet that expectation. It’s this same belief 
system of the staff  that creates the school culture and can have an im-
mense eff ect on how well the school functions and performs (Bandura, 

1993). As educators, we need to 
instill in our students a strong sense 
of self-effi  cacy because it infl uences 
how a student feels, thinks, moti-
vates himself or herself, and behaves. 
Self-doubt makes it diffi  cult for one 
to achieve. We need to cultivate a 
belief system that believes ability 
can be acquired through knowledge 
acquisition and competencies. Our 
commitment to excellence, or growth mindset, believes in continuous 
improvement and abilities, talents, and intelligence can be developed 
through dedication, hard work, and eff ort (Bandura, 2993; Dweck, 
2006). In turn, individuals are motivated to improve and learn from 
their mistakes and seek out challenges (Bandura, 2993; Dweck, 2006). 
If children believe that ability is fi xed, or inherent, they will seek easy 
tasks that do not threaten their intelligence and avoid challenges (Ban-
dura, 2993; Dweck, 2006). Collectively, we believe every child is capable 
of learning at high levels! Here at South Harrison, “pretty good” is NOT 
good enough!! 

As part of our Strategic Vision 2018 and district goals for the upcoming 
school year, one of our focus areas will be on improving our capacity 
to deliver eff ective literacy instruction through a balanced literacy 
approach. We are very pleased to share that our Home and School 
Organization donated $7,000, South Harrison Alliance for Educational 
Excellence (SHAEE) donated $3,000, and our Student Council donated 
upwards of $2,000 towards supporting us in reaching that goal! Using 
the money donated, we purchased leveled readers for all grade levels 
that will determine individual student reading levels and match books 
to that level that challenge students to practice and reinforce skills. As 
an extra incentive, we are launching a school-wide reading program 
to motivate all children to become lifelong readers and recognize their 
achievements as engaged readers and writers, through a partnership 
between the school, home, and the greater community. Students will 
be challenged to read 100 books and their success will showcased and 
celebrated. More information will be sent home at the beginning of 
next year about this exciting new program. 

Also, please join me in extending best wishes to Mrs. Valerie Palmer, 
who is retiring after 25 years. She will be greatly missed by colleagues 
and students. We hope that she enjoys spending time with her family 
and new grandchild. We wish her the best of luck!

As we fi nish another unbelievable and incredibly busy school year here 
at South Harrison, I am so proud to be able to serve our wonderful 
students and staff  along with the entire community. I truly feel that I 
have the best job in the world! Thank you for the privilege to serve you 
all! Have an excellent summer, and I look forward to many more years 
ahead.

Best Regards,

Corinne Mesmer

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
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APRIL 
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

First Grade
Laurel Munning
Nicholas Durso

Second Grade
Danny Phillips

Portia Cervantes
Leslie Merida

 
Third Grade

Chelsea Acevedo
Cristian Perez-Castillo

Giovanni Torres

Fourth Grade 
Ben Lisi

Nicolette Linden
Mary Kate Finnan

Fifth Grade
Kimmy DiStefano

Ashley Dimetrosky
Isabella Cervantes

Sixth Grade
Jeff rey Heineman
Kaelyn Charnitsky

Jacob Michels

Art 
Vanessa Kline

Music
Luke Willetts

Computers
Alicia Magin

Media Center
Ava Valderrama

Physical Education
Christopher Hasher

APRIL 
SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS

First Grade
Halle Dolce

Second Grade
Courtney Weatherby

 
Third Grade

Isabella Gular

Fourth Grade 
Sarah Burghardt

Fifth Grade
Tristan McLeer

Sixth Grade
Emma Fretz
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MAY 
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

First Grade
Kayla Warner
Kailee Pierre

Second Grade
Marin Banfer

Layla Eisenhart
Lea Licciardelli

 
Third Grade

Brianna Viola
Elizabeth Mathis

Amelia Bloomfi eld

Fourth Grade 
Maximus Bobadilla

Joey Leonardi
Brendan McShea

Fifth Grade
Tyler Hasher

Brody Solomon
Evan Braidwood

Sixth Grade
Ryan Gilliano

Marissa Masano
Cassidy O’Mara

Art 
Dakota Morris

Music
Amanda Hughes

Computers
Julia Maden

Media Center
Maya Brown

Physical Education
Jessica Vincent

MAY
SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS

First Grade
Audrey Curtis

Second Grade
Stella Vincent

 
Third Grade
Alec Tropea

Fourth Grade 
Kaitlyn McMullen

Fifth Grade
Kevin Steckler

Sixth Grade
Maya Brown
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ART SHOW & ICE CREAM SOCIAL
By Kaelyn Charnitsky Maya Brown and Gianna Campo 

Have you ever been an audience to an art show? Has your 
artwork ever been displayed in an art show? Hopefully you 
got a chance to visit South Harrison Elementary School on 

Wednesday, April 13th! In our very own art show, all of our students’ 
masterpieces were shown for anyone who was interested in seeing 
them. If you don’t like all kinds of art, then you won’t have to worry! 
Our art teacher, Mr. Inzinna, has led the diff erent grades into diff er-
ent types of art. There probably was at least one type of art that you 
could have enjoyed at this event! What wonderful surprises were in 
store for all those who visited! There were sculptures, perspective 
drawings, and even weaving projects!

After the art show, the school had an ice cream social with Polish 
water ice. Near the end of the social, some diff erent awards were 
announced! One special award was given to Kaelyn Charnitsky for 
the Best In Show for her cheetah sculpture. Emma Fretz and Grace 

Reilly also got an 
award for their 
RTI project with 
their seahorse and 
clown fi sh sculp-
tures. Grade level 
awards were given out as well. In kindergarten, Kayla Huber for her 
Artist Inspiration project, in fi rst grade to Griffi  n Shainline for his 
underwater perspective project, in second grade Michael Driscoll 
for his turtle project, in third grade Amelia Bloomfi eld for her hat 
and shoes project, in fourth grade to Roberto Matteo for his project 
“Letter”, in fi fth grade to Joseph O’Mara for his weaving project, 
and in sixth grade Sean McShea for his use of shadows (before they 
were even taught) in his city perspective project.

In the end, all guests were amazed at the talent our school had to 
show and the astonishing work that Mr. Inzinna has done teaching 
the students.

By Emma Fretz, Grace Reilly, Isabella Serna, McKenna Williams

Jump Rope for Heart is a fundraising and physical activity 
program that consists of jumping rope. This program teaches 
young children about staying healthy and 

fi t, while also raising funds for heart disease 
research and education. Plus, jumping rope is a 
great way to promote exercising each day. This 
year, instead of the rubber ducks that everyone 
loves, we earned rubber dogs as a reward for 
getting donations of various amounts of money 
online and in checks. Students worked hard to 
collect as many dogs to add to their lanyards as 
they could. There were also T shirts, jump ropes, 
stuff ed animals, soccer balls, and much more 

that were available as prizes. Our school has been participating in 
Jump Rope for Heart for 15 years now. In 2015 we raised a total of 
$6,576. This year was our most successful year raising $7,162.39. 
Our physical education teacher, Mr. Narcisi, runs this program and 

instructs multiple jump rope activities for the stu-
dents of South Harrison Elementary. Some of these 
activities consist of crossing, one legged jump 
ropes, hula hooping, thunder bolt, and several 
others.

In conclusion, Jump Rope for Heart is a fantastic 
way to give to an organization that helps to save 
lives. It is also an opportunity to teach kids about 
exercise, becoming more fi t, and taking care of 
their hearts!

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART

By Maya Brown, Gianna Campo, and Kaelyn Charnitsky

Over the years, our teachers have helped, taught, and molded 
us to help us become the people who we are today by giv-
ing us homework, and teaching all of us life lessons that we 

will need to learn in the future. Our teachers have always been there 
for us and this year at South Harrison, we celebrated how much we 
love our teachers for all they have done for us.

Mr. Inzinna helped out by writing the message “Awesome teachers 
enter this way,”  where all of the teachers walk in the morning with 
chalk. All of the teachers loved it, including some of the students. 
Mr. Inzinna did an amazing job on this. On one of the days, some of 
the teachers brought in popcorn for this day to tell each other how 
well they did this year by using the saying “You make us POP with 
appreciation.”

Over the week of teacher appreciation, Mrs. Mesmer came into the 
classrooms and off ered treats to the teachers. The students were 
all reminded to compliment their teachers because of the amazing 
work they’ve done. 

    At the end of the day there is onlyone thing that matters in this 
world and it’s our teachers. Here is a message that we wanted them 
to know how much we love and care about them:

Teachers: adults who love us, care for us, make us better people, 
and build us with knowledge for the future ahead. Without teach-
ers, our brain would be as empty as outer space! We thank all of our 
teachers for fi lling our minds with great intelligence, killing us with 
work that makes us smarter, and making us better people.

Thanks for being awesome teachers and we know we will miss all of 
you when we go into Kingsway!

TEACHER APPRECIATION
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Board of Education
Deborah Cunningham, President
Michael Brennan, Vice President

Toni Buckley
Laura Bruno

James McShea
Joseph Talbot
Janet Brown

Janice Huggins
Ron Reilly

Administration
Dr. James J. Lavender, Superintendent

Mr. Jason Schimpf, School Business Administrator
Mrs. Patricia Calandro, Chief Academic Offi  cer

Mrs. Corinne Mesmer, Principal
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